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 Buried Alive 

By Arnold Bennett (1867-1931) 
The hero is Mr Priam Farll, a painter of considerable ability. He is, however, 
extremely shy – so shy that when his valet, Henry Leek, dies suddenly, the 
doctor believes the dead man to be Priam Farll and the live man the valet. 
The artist does not try to disabuse him. After the funeral (in Westminster 
Abbey), Priam Farll marries a widow and lives a happy life until the loss of 
his wife’s money means he has to take up painting again. A connoisseur of 
art recognises his style but thinks the paintings are by an imposter. He 
makes a fortune by buying his works through a small dealer and selling 
them in America as genuine. Meanwhile Priam Farll refuses through his 
obstinate shyness to prove his own identity. (Summary by Simon Evers) 

Read by Simon Evers; total running time: 05:53:47. Dedicated Proof-
Listener: Charlotte Duckett. Meta-Coordinator/Cataloging: Bart de Leeuw. 
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